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responsibilities	to	their	actions,	thus	regulating	online	traffic	by	means	of	contracts,	torts,	and	
restitution	of	rights	between	owners	of	datapoints	and	online	businesses	that	providing	
internet	search	options	while	buying	individual	datapoints	from	users.	However,	as	emphasized	
by	Schneider,	there	are	also	obstacles	to	the	implementation	of	such	property	rights.	Many	of	
these	are	due	to	the	fact	that	datapoints	are	created	in	networks	and	are	currently	profitably	
proprietary	to	data	corporations.	Further,	they	would	likely	not	be	amenable	to	sales	on	public	
marketplaces.	Schneider’s	ideas	sketch	a	research	program	to	be	conducted	in	the	interface	
between	philosophy	and	economics.	They	furthermore	indicate	that	the	questions	of	how	to	
regulate	internet	businesses,	protect	the	privacy	of	individuals,	and	enable	common	exchange	
on	the	web	should	be	reflected	upon	from	many	angles.	 
With	the	six	articles	in	this	special	issue	some	pressing	issues	have	been	addressed.	But	most	of	
all	it	has	become	evident	that	the	fast	development	of	the	digital	world	with	new	technologies,	
new	business	possibilities,	and	new	ways	of	human	engagement	require	that	we	further	reflect	
on	where	we	are	going	and	why.	Thus,	philosophy	can	be	of	ample	use.	Philosophizing	about	
and	critically	reflecting	upon	our	current	situation	and	near	future	scenarios	in	the	digital	world	
may	help	us	steer	the	technological	development	in	directions	that	can	enhance	human	
prosperity.	 
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